Low-grade mucoepidermoid carcinoma of the palate-a previously unreported case of metastasis to the liver.
Intraoral low-grade mucoepidermoid carcinoma (MEC) is not known to metastasize to the liver. This type of malignant salivary gland tumor is comparatively rare and has a well-defined set of parameters guiding histolopathologic grading into low to high grade. Although distant and regional lymph node metastases have been reported in about 15% of all MEC cases, tumors diagnosed as low grade have only very rarely been implicated. We present a case, as yet unreported, in which cervical lymph node and hepatic metastatic spread occurred from a primary low-grade MEC of the hard palate. A 33-year-old man presented with a 4-week history of painful, right-sided palatal ulceration crossing the midline. Imaging revealed cervical lymph node involvement and metastatic liver deposits. Tissue diagnosis supported a low-grade palatal MEC with histologic identical hepatic metastases. We examined the clinical features of this rare case, reviewed the published data, and discuss the histologic features and treatment of such patients.